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1 . AS NOTED IN REF (B), WE NOW PROPOSE TO HOLD SALT CON- 
SULTATIONS IN THE NAC FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24. PLEASE INFORM 
SYG LUNS AND ALLIES THAT WE REGRET THE NEED TO 

SHIFT DATES ON SHORT NOTICE, BUT SCHEDULING ON THE 24TH 
WILL PERMIT WIDEST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION FROM GENEVA AND 
WASHINGTON. 
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2. US TEAM WILL INCLUDE ACDA DIRECTOR PAUL WARNKE; DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
DAVID AARON; PM DIRECTOR LESLIE GELB; REGINALD BARTHOLOMEW, 
SENIOR NSC STAFF MEMBER; PRINCIPAL DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY OF DEFENSE FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS WALTER 
SLOCOMBE; REAR ADMIRAL EDWARD WELCH, AND AN ACDA REPRESEN- 
TATIVE. 

3. FOR GENEVA: SALTDEL IS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE NAMES OF 
OTHER DELEGATION MEMBERS WHO WILL ATTEND NAC MEETING. 

4. FOR THE NAC FRIDAY MORNING, WE WOULD PROPOSE THE FOLLOW- 
ING AGENDA, WITH THE US LEADING OFF ON EACH ITEM: 

- SALT II STATUS 

- STRATEGIC AND THEATER NUCLEAR ASSESSMENT 

- NON-CIRCUMVENTION ISSUES, AND IMPLICATIONS OF NON- 
CIRCUMVENTION FOR ALLIANCE COOPERATION 

- SALT III PRINCIPLES 

- GRAY AREA SYSTEMS-AND THE SALT III PRINCIPLES 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE SALTDEL GENEVA SENDING TEXT OF 
PLANNED PRESENTATION ON FIRST AGENDA ITEM AS SOON AS 
AVAILABLE. US PRESENTATION ON OTHER AGENDA ITEMS WILL BE 
PREPARED BY AN INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP IN WASHINGTON. 
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6. WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO HAVE AN EXPERTS' SESSION IN 
THE AFTERNOON FOR A MORE DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THESE 
MATTERS. WE ENCOURAGE THE ALLIES TO SEND EXPERTS FROM 
CAPITALS TO PARTICIPATE. 

7. IN PROPOSING OUR AGENDA FOR THE NAC, MISSION SHOULD 
EXPLAIN THAT THE US PLANS TO PRESENT ITS VIEWS ON THESE 
OUTSTANDING SALT AND SECURITY ISSUES OF CONCERN TO THE 
ALLIANCE. WE WOULD HOPE TO ENGAGE IN AN EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS WITH THE ALLIES WHICH WOULD ENABLE US TO MAKE SUB- 
STANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARD RESOLUTION OF THESE ISSUES ON 
TERMS SATISFACTORY TO ALLIANCE INTERESTS. 

8. FYI WITH THE EXCEPTION OF NON-CIRCUMVENTION, OUR 
INTENTION IS NOT RPT NOT TO SEEK DEFINITIVE ALLIED POSI 
TIONS ON ANY OF THE ISSUES. ON NON-CIRCUMVENTION, WE DO 
NOT RPT NOT PLAN TO REQUEST SPECIFIC ALLIED ENDORSEMENT 
OF OUR INTENTION TO USE THE FALLBACK LANGUAGE. RATHER, 
WE PLAN TO REVIEW OUR NON-CIRCUMVENTION APPROACH AS THE 
BEST WAY TO SETTLE THIS ISSUE ON TERMS FAVORABLE TO 
ALLIANCE INTERESTS. UNLESS MAJOR OBJECTIONS ARE RAISED 
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WHICH CANNOT BE RESOLVED IN THIS MEETING OR BILATERALLY, 

WE WOULD NOT INTEND TO HAVE ANOTHER NAC CONSULTATION ON 
THE QUESTION OF THE FALLBACK. WE INTEND THAT THE FALL- 
BACK BE USED ONLY WHEN IT WILL SETTLE THE ISSUE. WE WILL 
ASSESS WHEN TO USE THE FALLBACK FOR THAT PURPOSE IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE EVOLVING NEGOTIATING SITUATION. WE ALSO 
PLAN TO PRESENT APPROACHES WHICH THE US BELIEVES BEST FOR 
DEALING WITH THE FORM AND STATUS OF THE SALT III PRINCI- 
PLES AND SEEK THEIR VIEWS HOW WE MIGHT REFER TO GRAY AREA 
SYSTEMS IN THE PRINCIPLES. OUR INTENTION IS NOT RPT NOT 
TO SEEK DEFINITIVE ALLIED POSITIONS ON THESE ISSUES. 

ALTHOUGH WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE ENSUING DISCUSSION WOULD 
ELICIT ALLIED VIEWS LEADING TO SUPPORT FOR THE APPROACHES 
WE HAD SUGGESTED. ON ER, WE ARE CONSULTING BILATERALLY 
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WITH THE BRITISH AND 

GERMANS ON WHETHER WE SHOULD ALSO ADD THIS TO THE AGENDA. 
END FYI. VANCE 
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